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lands have been equipped for exploitation, entirely
modeled after American methods of oil boring and
refining, it may be added parenthetically. Vast areas
of virgin land have been converted into huge "grain
factories" and stock farms operated by the govern-
ment through the medium of hired laborers and are
known as Soviet State Farms, or "Sovkhozi." A host
of new cities have been built and the old cities have
taken on an added importance.
To date a total of approximately sixty-five billion
rubles have been poured into the country's industrial-
ization enterprises by the Kremlin government, for-
eign loans playing only a minor role.
Much as Stalin might resent any comparison between
his own methods to promote Russia industrially and
the methods which his Czarist predecessors have used
to promote the country militarily, such comparison is
unavoidable. Just as the Czars built up the military
forces of Holy Russia with the aid of foreign mili-
tary experts, chiefly German and French, Joseph Stalin
is building the Soviet's industrial machine with the aid
of foreign technical experts. A total of close to twenty
thousand foreign engineers, foremen and mechanics,
chiefly German and American, had been enlisted by
the Soviet government prior to the completion of the
first five year plan.
The extent to which unemployment and the depres-
sion elsewhere have contributed to the rapid progress
of the Soviet's industrial planning and achievement, by